[Esophagotracheal fistula of the cervico-thoracic area--problem solution using a combined trans-cervical and transthoracic approach].
Closure of oesophagotracheal fistulae in the cervicothoracic region using a cervical approach often fails. We report a patient with carcinoma of the larynx who underwent pharyngolaryngectomy, postoperative radiotherapy and several operations for reconstruction of the hypopharynx and cervical oesophagus elsewhere. Finally we were asked to close an oesophagotracheal fistula in the cervicothoracic region. We were successful using a pectoralis major muscle flap via a combined transcervical-transthoracal approach. This interdisciplinary procedure seems to be the method of choice in difficult cases of achieving safe closure of fistulae in this region.